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Why limit your windows to the walls~ A skylight project
can add lots of light (and a touch of grandeur) to a dark
upper-level hallway or ensuite-and with the
proper preparation, installing your own is a rewarding
do-it-yourself project BY K AR EN K IRK
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REMOVE THE skylight kit from the box
and, following the instructions, disassemble
the cladding parts from the frame

REMOVE SIDES, then top and bottom
before installation. Paint or stain the
skylights now, prior to final installation

THE PREINSTALLED mounting brackets are

tapped and locked into position for instal-

lation. Location depends on roof material

IN THE ENSUITE
Blondin uses scraps
of drywall held in
position to ensure a
proper fit, leaving the
appropriate gaps for
tolerances

WRAP THE
SKYLIGHT
frames with a
waterproof
underlay. The
underlay is very
sticky and best

applied by
two people

WITH BLONDIN helping from the inside and Charron on the roof,
the skylight is test fitted to check for clearances in the opening
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Proper Preparation is Key :
INSTALLING A SKYLIGHT is a two-person job and can be com- :
pleted in a day as long as you've done your preinstallation :
homework like checking for plumbing, wiring and other:

I
possible obstacles you m~y encounter that will affect the:
location and installation of the skylight. Blondin hired a pro- :
fessional skylight installer, Denis Charron of Skylights:
Unlimited in Pickering, Ont., to help him get the job done:
quickly and efficiently. After close inspection of the attic and:
roof deck where the skylight was to be installed, Charron:
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MISSION ACCOMPLISHED: Once the I
I

side-by-side installation is complete the :
venting skylight system is up and running:
with the push of a button :
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: and Blondin found plumbing and:
: wiring that had to be rerouted and a :
: vent pipe that needed to be moved:
: over a couple of feet before the sky- :
: light installation could begin. :
I I
I The first job was to mark and cut out:
: the ceiling opening. In this case it was:

I
I
I
Ii Ready to Install
: WITH THE PREP WORK done they were
: ready to mark the roof for the open-
: ing, remove the necessary shingles
: within the marked area (saving some
I .
I to reuse once the skylIght was
I
: installed), then cut out the opening.
: Before the skylight was set into posi-
: tion, a simple drywall light tunnel (the
I passage between the skylight and the

ceiling opening where the light trav-
els) was built. After checking for fit
and making the appropriate adjust-

I ments, the skylight installation was
: finally underway.
I: The job is fairly straightforward and
: can be completed in a couple of days if
: you prepare the interior site ahead of
: time and closely follow the instruc-
: tions that come with the kit. Choosing
I .: the rIght product (and a competent
: assistant) will make for a successful
: installation, transforming your rooms
: into bright and inviting spaces. 0
I

I I

I Karen Kirk is a Canadian Home
I: Workshop contributing editor.
I
I
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easier to access and work on the
plumbing from the bathroom rather
than the attic since the space between
the ceiling and the roof was tight and it
was over 1000 in the attic that day. It all
took a couple of hours. As it turned out
they made up the lost time since no
rafters needed to be cut-the skylights
could be centred over the bathroom
and positioned side by side, fitting
between the rafters-and only two
new headers were required to reinforce
the rafters and support the skylights at
the top and bottom.
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